
COLORADO CLIMATE BILL - JUST INTRODUCED 
 

The following summary is not intended to constitute legal counsel. 
 
House Bill 1261: Climate Action Plan to Reduce Pollution 
 
Concerning the reduction of greenhouse gas pollution, and, in connection therewith, 
establishing statewide greenhouse gas pollution reduction goals. 
 
Points of Interest: 
On Thursday, Speaker Becker introduced a bill to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and empower the 
Colorado Air Quality Control Commission to set regulations for public utilities and the oil and gas sector. 
 
There are no new fees for pollution in the bill. 
 
Bill Summary:  
 
Section 1 of the bill states that Colorado shall have statewide goals to reduce 2025 greenhouse gas 
emissions by at least 26%, 2030 greenhouse gas emissions by at least 50%, and 2050 greenhouse gas 
emissions by at least 90% of the levels of greenhouse gas emissions that existed in 2005.  
 
Section 3 specifies considerations that the air quality control commission is to take into account in 
implementing policies and promulgating rules to reduce greenhouse gas pollution, including the 
benefits of compliance and the equitable distribution of those benefits, the costs of compliance, 
opportunities to incentivize clean energy in transitioning communities, and the potential to enhance the 
resilience of Colorado's communities and natural resources to climate impacts. The commission will 
consult with the public utilities commission with regard to rules that affect the providers of retail 
electricity in Colorado. 
 
Bill Text: https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb19-1261 
Sponsors: Rep. KC Becker (House Speaker, D - HD13), Rep. Dominique Jackson (Chair of the House 
Energy and Environment Committee, D - HD42), Sen. Faith Winter (D - SD24), Sen. Angela Williams (D 
- SD33) 
Status & Committee: 3/21/2019 - Introduced In House - Assigned to Energy & Environment 
 
Westword article: Colorado Democrats Introduce Landmark Climate Bill 
CO House Democrats article: Speaker Becker, Rep. Jackson Introduce Bill to Ensure Colorado Leads 
on Climate Action 
 
2018 Bill (Similar): House Bill 18-1274 “Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions by 2050” - Passed the 
House and failed in the Republican-controlled Senate (specifically, the Senate Committee on State, 
Veterans, & Military Affairs) 
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